Jack Dazzo began 1974 as the head of animation at Peridot 
Films in New York City. Peridot was the television commercial 
division of the industrial film production company MPO- 
Videotronics. Dazzo had a corporate salary, a climate- 
controlled office, with a cafeteria in the building. He'd 
started out 24 years before with a desk in the inbetweening 
pool at Famous Studios. 


Jack Dazzo rose quickly through the ranks of Manhattan's animation 
professionals. Shamus Culhane made Dazzo 
an Assistant Animator. By 1958 Dazzo was 
with Transfilm, which soon absorbed Wylde 
Studios. Dazzo stuck around and Marvin 
Friedman gave him the opportunity to direct 
television ads. 

| During the early 1960s Jack Dazzo free- 
™ lanced for top-notch studios. He became a 
favorite hire of animation supervisor Phil 
Kimmelman at Elektra Films. Kimmelman 
left Elektra in 1966 and the supervisory 
post there went to Jack Dazzo. 

Dazzo teamed with producer Jordan 
Caldwell to win awards for Elektra, Joe 


Canestro edited for them. Cel Specialists, an 
ink-and-paint service run by Violet Gelman and Jackie Bisset, took up the 
slack. MPO recruited them away in 1971. Things went well until the Peridot 
studio was destroyed in a 1974 explosion. 

Jack Dazzo started keeping a journal as he was thrust back into the world 
of free-lance. 
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Jack recorded family medical issues. 
,  Atthe family's request, such personal entries have been ommited. 
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Sporadic though they are, this journal and four to follow give us 
some insight towards the New York City commercial animation 
world between 1974 and 1985. 


